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worsted in the Kulturkampf. It was simply
demonstrated that men belong not to one all-
inclusive group, the State, but to a variety of
groups, and that, in the last resort, they will follow
the demands of their conscience. It was useless
for Bismarck to demand its subjugation to the
needs of the State, to urge that in making war on
the State the Church was usurping one of the
State's prerogatives. Such argument was born
from the failure to understand that the State is
an institution like any other and that rights must
find their justification in the support they can
command. There may be a divorce between
politics and morals, but, in all final questions, we
begin to perceive the clear sign of their essential
identity. It was Bismarck's difficulty that he
failed to understand their union, and was thus
unable to resolve his problem into its constituent
parts.
IX
Where De Maistre speaks of the Church, Bis-
marck speaks of the State; where De Maistre
discusses the Papacy, Bismarck is discussing the
G-erman empire. Otherwise, at bottom, the thought
is essentially the same. Nor was their problem
different. De Maistre had to confront a world
which the Eevolution had smashed into an atomic
chaos and it was in the world-sovereignty of Borne
that he found its new centre of unity. Bismarck